Inspite of having two hotspots of biodiversity India is way long back in the ornamental fish trade. Large number of species can only foster the needs of the industry. The study aims to (1) to find the various indigenous, exotic ornamental fish species and ornamental shrimp species being exported from India, (2) to provide an overview of the trends in the Indian ornamental fish export industry. 287 indigenous fish species, 92 exotic fish species and 44 ornamental shrimps have been found to get exported from India. The export trend of the industry for the past ten years shows a declining state which is also reflected in the annual and compound annual growth rate. Ornamental fish industry has enormous potential in tropical countries like India. To expand trade, new technologies and policies will have to be developed which will help in attaining a sustainable industry.
INTRODUCTION
Aquarium fish keeping as a hobby has a long history dating back to many centuries. Introduction of civil aviation after the Second World War expanded the hobby to a global industry (Tissera, 2010) . Though the global ornamental fish trade is relatively small, it has a significant contribution to the trade in freshwater and marine aquatic products. The global ornamental fish trade in retail is worth more than US $ 8 billion (MPEDA, 2010) while the exports was around US $ 337 million (FAO, 2008) . According to Rana (2007) Singapore continues to be the biggest exporter and also remains the Asian hub for ornamental fish while, US, EU and Japan are the major importers with Czech Republic having a prominent place in EU in ornamental fish trade.
Inspite of having two hotspots of biodiversity, India is way long back in the ornamental fish trade with an export worth US$ 1.17 million during 2009 -2010 (MPEDA, 2010 . Out of 274 freshwater fish species from north eastern states only 32% of native fish are exported (Mahapatra et. al, 2007) and among 287 freshwater species from western ghats (Shaji et al., 2000) , only 114 species are exported (Anon, 2005) .
In ornamental fish trade the need is for large number of species or varieties in large quantities (Sane, 2007) . According to Kawada (2007) non-uniqueness and limited specimens discouraged the Japanese importers to have trade with India initially. But the condition has changed with the introduction of Tetraodon travancoricus, Scarlet badis and Drape fin barbs as reported by the same author. The study aims to list the various indigenous and exotic ornamental fish species and ornamental shrimps getting exported from India and also to provide an overview of the trends in the Indian ornamental fish export industry. Though some workers have already listed the ornamental fish species exported from India, it mainly concentrates on the indigenous ornamental fish species.
METHODOLOGY
The study was carried out between 2009 and 2011. The method for data collection consisted of information gathering from various ornamental fish exporters in India using an e-mail survey (Malhotra, 2001) . The survey was conducted every two months to get the details of the fish species getting exported. From about 59 registered exporters only 26 were ready to co-operate with the survey. Besides the survey, various documents such as databases, reports, manuscripts and articles were also used to collect information. Secondary data was also collected from Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA), Kochi, India and also from Ministry of Commerce, Government of India. The export data obtained from Ministry of Commerce, Government of India, were used to compute the annual growth and compound annual growth (Siegel, J.G., 1997) . Annual growth and compound annual growth were computed to assess the growth of the ornamental export industry.
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Where, n=number of years RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 287 native fish species, 92 exotic fish species and 45 ornamental shrimps were found to be exported from India as ornamental fish. Among the 287 native fish species, 239 were freshwater fish and 48 were marine fish species. Among the indigenous freshwater species the largest number of species belongs to the family Cyprinidae. 98 species were found to belong to Cyprinidae. 16 species were found to belong to families Bagridae and Balitoridae. 12 species were found to belong to the families Channidae, Cobitidae and Sisoridae. Sekharan(2006) Among the native marine water fish, 13 species were found to belong to the family Gobiidae , 4 species in the family Muraenidae and 3 species in the family Ariidae.
Among the exotic ornamental fish that were exported from India, 19 species belonged to the family Cyprinidae , 9 species belonged to the family Cichlidae and 5 species belonged to the family Osphronemidae. Ramachandran (2002) had listed 172 indigenous freshwater fish species as being exported and Sekharan (2006) had listed 319 indigenous freshwater fish species as being exported.Works of authors like Ponniah & Gopalakrishnan (2000) , Ramachandran (2002) , Sekharan (2006) , Remadevi and Indra ( 2009 ) and the website Fishbase were reviewed to classify the exported ornamental fish as indigenous and exotic. Sekharan(2006) Recent trade statistics from Ministry of Commerce, Government of India, indicates that the export demand for ornamental fish is declining (Fig 1.) . The annual growth rate and compound annual growth rate also indicates a decline in the exports (Table 5 Though the exports increased twice it substantially declined after [2007] [2008] . The reasons could be due to drastically reduced exports to Singapore, which is considered to be the main importer of Indian ornamental fish (Rana, 2007) , from Rs.1079 .22 lakhs in 2006 .42 lakhs (Table 6) 
Table2: Native Marine Fish Species Found to be exported

CONCLUSION:
Ornamental fish industries have enormous potential in tropical countries. Avenues are unlimited to India. For the trade to prosper three pre-requisites are quality, quantity and sustainability (MPEDA, 2010) . Therefore, the exploitation of wild fish stocks for the aquarium trade may become restricted due to a trend towards conserving the country's natural resources. So to expand the trade, new technologies will need to be developed in order to commercially breed rare species, as well as marines. Proper fish health management and quarantine regimes will also have to be adopted. Besides these, to achieve an ornamental fish industry which is sustainable, policies should also take into care the interests and welfare of the stakeholders associated with the industry. 
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